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of aggressive nationalism which has to be pointed out here. This
influence manifested itself in various ways, Bolshevism split the
socialist movements of many countries into different sections
which owing to the fanaticism of the communists fiercely com-
bated one another. In Germany the communists directed their
main attack against the Social Democrats and against the demo-
cratic Republic. They did everything to ruin democracy and
worked into the hands of the Nazis. In order to form a majority
in Parliament and to prevent chaos, the Social Democrats were
forced to co-operate with nationalists and reactionaries and this
paralysed the defence of democracy. In many countries large
sections of the people which formerly were more or less friendly to
democracy, or at least not hostile, were driven into the camp of
reactionary parties, especially the peasantry and sections of the
middle class and the intellectuals. The Bolsheviks, furthermore,
showed how a small minority by ruthlessness and rude propaganda
could rule an enormous country without granting any political
liberty. The idea of a Reign of Law, independent of class and
party, which even the most reactionary statesman had not dared
openly to deny, was declared rubbish. The Fascists have learned
this lesson from the Bolsheviks, and the proletarians Mussolini and
Hitler became the disciples of the intellectuals Lenin and Trotsky.
After the rise of Fascism in many countries sections of the nation
began to sympathize with the dictators and democracy was faced
with the menace of secret internal enemies of great power.
The defeat of democracy in certain countries has had the
consequence that in other countries many people either formed
a very unfavourable opinion of the vanquished democratic parties
and even charged them of never having taken democracy serious
or laid all blame on democracy itself. Both views are incorrect
and misleading. There is no doubt that the achievements of
democracy in many fields far outweigh its shortcomings, and that
even these were mainly due to causes which do not justify depre-
ciation of democracy as such- But it would also be wrong to
assume that the democratic parties which were destroyed by their
enemies did nothing in defence of democracy. In reality many
serious and well-planned attempts were made, though also here
the retrospective critic may sum up his conclusions in the words :
Too late and too little ! Apart from this historical question,
however, the survey of democratic politics all over the world
suggests that the ideology and political machinery of democracy
need considerable reforms. The democrats of various countries
ought to drop the illusions of political and economic isolationism,